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Report Overview 
THE HOUSE IN PERSPECTIVE 

This is a well built home that shows normal wear and tear, for a home of this age.  Apart from the short term need to deal 

with suggested repairs, the improvements and routine maintenance that are recommended in this report are not considered 

unusual for a home of this age.  Please remember that there is no such thing as a perfect home. 

 

CONVENTIONS USED IN THIS REPORT 

For your convenience, the following conventions have been used in this report. 

Major Concern: a system or component which is considered significantly deficient or is unsafe. Significant 

deficiencies need to be corrected and, except for some safety items, are likely to involve significant expense. 

Safety Issue:  denotes a condition that is unsafe and in need of prompt attention. 

Repair: denotes a system or component which is missing or which needs corrective action to assure proper and 

reliable function. 

Improve:   denotes improvements which are recommended but not required.  

Monitor:   denotes a system or component needing further investigation and/or monitoring in order to determine if 

repairs are necessary.  

Please note that those observations listed under ñDiscretionary Improvementsò are not essential repairs, but represent logical 

long term improvements.  

THE SCOPE OF THE INSPECTION 

All components designated for inspection in the NACHIá Standards of Practice are inspected, except as may be noted in the 

ñLimitations of Inspectionò sections within this report. 

It is the goal of the inspection to put a home buyer in a better position to make a buying decision.  Not all improvements will 

be identified during this inspection.  Unexpected repairs should still be anticipated.  The inspection should not be considered 

a guarantee or warranty of any kind. 

This inspection is visual only.  A representative sample of building components are viewed in areas that are accessible at the 

time of the inspection.  No destructive testing or dismantling of building components is performed. 

Please refer to the pre-inspection contract for a full explanation of the scope of the inspection. 

INSPECTION  VS  WARRANTY 

 

An inspection is just what the name indicates, an inspection of a property... usually a home or building that is being 

purchased.  The purpose of the inspection is to determine the condition of the various systems and structures of the building.  

While an inspection performed by a competent inspection firm will determine the condition of the major components of the 

home or building, no inspection will pick up every minute latent or concealed defect.  The inspectorôs ability to find all 

defects is limited by access to various parts of the property, lack of information about the property and many other factors. A 

good inspector will do his or her level best to determine the condition of the building and to report it accurately.  The report 

that is issued is an opinion as to the condition of the building at the time of the inspection. This opinion is arrived at by the 

best technical methods available to the building inspector.  It is still only an opinion.  
 

A warranty  is a policy sold to the buyer that warrants that specific items in the building are in sound condition and will 

remain in sound condition for a specified period of time.  Typically, the warranty company never inspects the building.  The 

warranty company uses actuarial tables to determine the expected life of the warranted items and charges the customer a fee 

for the warranty that will hopefully cover any projected loss and make a profit for the warranty seller.  It is essentially an 

insurance policy. 
 

The service that we have provided you is an inspection.  We make no warranty of this property.  If you desire warranty 

coverage, please ask us, or your real estate agent for information on Warranty companies and plans. 
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WEATHER CONDITIONS 
Dry weather conditions prevailed at the time of the inspection. 

RECENT WEATHER CONDITIONS 

Occasional rain has been experienced in the days leading up to the inspection. 
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Structure 
DESCRIPTION OF STRUCTURE 

 

Foundation:  ¶Poured Concrete  ¶Basement Configuration   

Bearing Beam:  ¶Steel   

Columns:  ¶Steel   

Floor Structure:  ¶Wood Joist   

Wall Structure:  ¶Wood Frame   

Ceiling Structure:  ¶Joist   

Roof Structure:  ¶Rafters   

STRUCTURE OBSERVATIONS 

 

General Comments 
The construction of the home is good quality. The materials and workmanship, where visible, are good.  No major defects 

were observed in the accessible structural components of the house.   

RECOMMENDATIONS / OBSERVATIONS 

Foundation 

¶ Monitor:  Common settlement/stress cracks were observed in the foundation walls, in various locations. This implies 

that some structural movement/settling of the building has occurred. Cracks of this type should be watched for any sign 

of additional movement or water penetration. In the absence of any sign of ongoing movement or water penetration, 

repair should not be necessary. If additional movement or water penetration occurs, I recommend have evaluated by 

licensed contractor for remedies available.  

 

Exterior Walls 

¶ Monitor:  Rust visible on lintels in various locations (a lintel is a beam supporting masonry above an opening in a wall). 

This suggests that the lintels need to be treated painted and sealed. This condition is not uncommon. If additional rust 

and expanding of lintel occurs, movement could lead to costly repairs of brick and lintels. 
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Roof 

¶ Monitor:  Some roof sheathing shows signs of sagging. This is common where prefabricated roof trusses are spaced two 

feet apart, allowing sagging between trusses. Additional support may be desired when re-roofing to help eliminate this 

condition.  

 

LIMITATIONS OF STRUCTURE INSPECTION 

As we have discussed and as described in your inspection contract, this is a visual inspection limited in scope by (but not 

restricted to) the following conditions: 

¶ Structural components concealed behind finished surfaces could not be inspected. 

¶ Only a representative sampling of visible structural components were inspected. 

¶ Furniture and/or storage restricted access to some structural components. 

¶ Engineering or architectural services such as calculation of structural capacities, adequacy, or integrity are not part of a 

home inspection. 

 

Please also refer to the pre-inspection contract for a detailed explanation of the scope of this inspection. 
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Roofing 
DESCRIPTION OF ROOFING 

 

Roof Covering:  ¶Asphalt Shingle  ¶2+ layers  

Roof Flashings:  ¶Metal   

Chimneys:  ¶Masonry, Metal Lined  ¶Masonry, Ceramic-Lined   

Roof Drainage System:  ¶Aluminum  ¶Downspouts discharge above grade   

Method of Inspection:  ¶Walked on roof   

ROOFING OBSERVATIONS 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS / OBSERVATIONS 

Sloped Roofing 

¶ Repair:  Minor repairs to the roofing are needed. premature deterioration of the roofing under the end of the downspout 

should be repaired.  All roof penetrations should be examined and sealed as necessary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4447 Clarke Dr. Troy, MI        Page 8 of 44 

This confidential report is prepared exclusively for XXXXX XXXXXXXXXX     
© 2009 First Choice Home & Building Inspection Services, Inc 

 

Chimneys 

¶ Repair:  The masonry chimney needs localized tuck-pointing maintenance (replacing the mortar between some of the 

bricks) to avoid further deterioration and water damage. 

¶ Repair:  The cap of the masonry chimney should be replaced . 

¶ Repair:  A rain cap and vermin screen should be installed on the masonry chimney.  

 

Gutters & Downspouts 

¶ Repair:  Loose gutters should be re-secured as needed. 

¶ Repair:  Downspout(s) that discharge onto the roof should be extended to discharge directly into the gutters below. This 

condition, if left unattended, can result in premature deterioration of the roofing under the end of the downspout. 

¶ Repair:  The downspout(s) should discharge water at least five (5) feet from the house. Storm water should be 

encouraged to flow away from the building at the point of discharge. 

 

LIMITATIONS OF ROOFING INSPECTION 

As we have discussed and as described in your inspection contract, this is a visual inspection limited in scope by (but not 

restricted to) the following conditions: 

¶ Not all of the underside of the roof sheathing is inspected for evidence of leaks. 

¶ Evidence of prior leaks may be disguised by interior finishes. 

¶ Estimates of remaining roof life are approximations only and do not preclude the possibility of leakage. Leakage can 

develop at any time and may depend on rain intensity, wind direction, ice build up, and other factors. 

¶ Antennae, chimney/flue interiors which are not readily accessible are not inspected and could require repair. 

¶ Roof inspection may be limited by access, condition, weather, or other safety concerns. 

 

Please also refer to the pre-inspection contract for a detailed explanation of the scope of this inspection. 

 


